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accept it; you may take that for an answer; or he
adds, I refuse to accept it for reasons best known to
myself. This is sometimes done; but this does not
leave the person's credit, who refuses, so clear as
the other, though perhaps it may not so directly re-
flect upon him ; but it leaves the case a little dubi-
ous and uncertain; and men will be apt to write
back to the person who sent the bill, to inquire what
the drawer says to it, and what account he gives, or
what character he has upon his tongue for the per-
son drawn upon.

As the punctual paying bills when accepted, is a
main article in the credit of the acceptor, so a
tradesman should be very cautious in permitting
him to draw upon him where he has not effects, or
does not give order; for though, as I said, it ought
not to affect his reputation not to accept a bill
where it ought not to be drawn, yet a tradesman
that is nice of his own character does not love to be
always or often refusingto accept bills, or to have bills
drawn upon him where he has no reason to accept
them; and therefore he will be very positive in forbid-
ding such drawing; and if, notwithstanding that, the
importunities of the country tradesman oblige him to
draw, the person drawn upon will give smart and
and rough answers to such bills; as particularly,
I refuse to accept this bill, because I have no ef-
fects of the drawer's to answer it: or thus, I refuse
to accept this bill, because I not only gave no orders
to draw, but gave positive orders not to draw: or
thus, I neither will accept this bill, nor any other
this man shall draw; and the like. This tho-
roughly clears the credit of the acceptor, and reflects
grossly on the drawer.

It is the great error of our country manufacturers,
in many, if not in most parts of England at this
time, that as soon as they can finish their goods,,